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Shoreline Unitarian Universalist Church Newsletter

Special Message from the Board of Trustees
It is with heavy hearts that the Board announces that our minister, Rev Kate, will resign.
We will be working with a mediator to determine the exact terms of this negotiated resignation. The root cause of her resignation lies in a fundamental disagreement regarding the minister’s authority.
Rev Kate wants congregants to know that she is not ill or injured or depressed. She has
made the decision to move on and now it is our job to help her separate in a way that is
healthy for the congregation and for her. It is absolutely ok for you to contact Rev Kate
to communicate your love and concern, although she will not meet or talk to congregants while we are in the mediation process. Still, she would appreciate hearing from
you. She plans to communicate with the congregation after the mediation process concludes (which may take some weeks, given the holidays).
The timing of this news is difficult. It is Christmas, Hanukkah, and the solstice, the darkest time of the year. We know that many of you in the congregation will be very sad and
wish you could have done something to prevent this outcome. The board and Rev Kate
did not come to this decision quickly or impulsively. We did a great deal of discernment
and had many meetings to try to reach a decision that was best for both Rev Kate and for
the congregation. Rev Kate contributed many wonderful things to our congregation and
attracted many new members. We know that each of you will process this news in your
own way, according to your experiences and memories. Please treat each other with the
kindness and respect that honors our UU values.
We need to remember that ministers accompany congregations and they don’t stay forever. The average tenure of a minister is under 10 years. We, all the members at SUUC,
are the congregation and we will continue and we will flourish. We have so many
strengths and accomplishments. We also have some work to do to heal the wounds that
have happened recently. We will do our Healthy Congregations work in January which
will include listening circles for congregants to be able to share their feelings. We have
excellent pulpit guests lined up for January. We are considering hiring a part
time “gap” minister to finish out the year. And then, when we are ready, we will (continues)

begin the process of finding our next minister, with the support of the UUA.
We also have a wonderful pastoral care team which will continue to offer pastoral care. If
you have a need for pastoral care during this difficult time, please send a note to the office
(office@shorelineuu.org) and Brandon (our administrator) will connect you with someone from the pastoral care team. If you have other types of questions or concerns, please
contact me (catherine_crain@comcast.net) or other board members. Please be aware
that we cannot discuss the exact terms of the resignation while we are in the mediation
process.
After these dark days of winter, let us anticipate the return of the light. Blessings on us
all.

SUUC Board of Trustees: Catherine Crain, Susan Storer Clark, Ryan Dunne,
Earl Davis, Marley Banker, Dana Doerksen, and Jo Moore

Director Of Religious Exploration
Happy new year to you, Shoreline UU Church! It's been a wild decade,
much of it pretty rough, and I'm looking forward to our community
working together in the coming months and years to create not only a
kinder, gentler corner of the world for ourselves, but using this island
as a place from which we can create a better world for all those around
us. Below are three ways we can help make this a reality in the near
future.
One of the projects a group of folks in our church are looking at undertaking in the coming year is creating a team of folks to build a tiny house for Low Income Housing Institute
(LIHI) that will help provide a place to live for one of the many people with inherent
worth and dignity in our area that are experiencing homelessness. LIHI has provided lots
of helpful information on this process and folks have already stepped forward that have
the construction experience needed to put the various boards, nails, vinyl sheeting, and
windows together into a completed product. Getting these ingredients for a tiny house is
a different story -- each tiny house will cost about $2,500 in supplies. Rather than simply
turn inwards to the congregation, we've done some preliminary brainstorming about how
we can reach out to the broader community for help, inviting others in our community to
get involved in the process. I am very excited about doing something more visible to
those who don't already know about our church so that we aren't "hiding our light" in the
process of completing this project. If you have any interest in helping with this project,
whether through fundraising, construction help, education of issues around homeless2

(continues)

ness, or any other skills, please let me know so we can get on with this important work together as a church community!
Of course, projects that face out into the broader world require a strong foundation of
love, trust, and relationships. The monthly family nights started in 2019 are vital to
providing this connective tissue to the parents and children of our church and have been a
great success, averaging around 20 attendees for each gathering. So far, these events have
mostly happened by the good graces of a very small number of congregants, but we're
hoping to expand the circle of folks involved in them in order that they may grow and
evolve without burning people out! The jobs required to make these events, which happen from 5-7:30pm on the first Sunday of the month are not incredibly hard or complicated -- purchasing / preparing a simple meal, providing an hour of childcare, or presenting
a short activity that helps provide families a focal point for the gathering are all tasks that
require only a couple hours of time, have lots of room for your creativity, and, simply put,
need to happen in order to sustain this important part of our congregational life. Please
get in touch with me to let me know if this is something you'd like to be involved in.
Lastly, I want to remind everyone that come April, I will be stepping back from the work
required to sustain the RE program at SUUC for a few weeks to contribute to the larger
world of UUs, or what I like to call the "UUniverse." As each church generally has only one
religious education professional, many DREs are quite disconnected and unaware of the
good work that our colleagues are doing. I will be taking a sabbatical to create a new
workshop model for religious professionals that will help to address this problem by finding, lifting up, and analyzing successful ministries in our area and bringing people together to plan how we can learn from these examples and use the inspiration we draw from
them to improve our own congregations. In order to make this happen, I'll be taking eight
weeks away from regular church duties from mid-April to early June. During the eight
Sundays I will be gone, there will need to be people to help along the RE program and I'll
soon be assembling a small team to ensure this goes off without a hitch. If you are interested in tending to the RE program for this time, please let me know. If you are hesitant
about this, I want you to know that in thinking about when to do this sabbatical, I picked
what I think will be the easiest eight Sundays of the church year for this to happen! There
will be a lot of all ages classes which are pretty flexible in terms of content and can be repeated in large part for many of the weeks, and I will help make sure you have all the tools
you need to make these eight weeks a fun and fulfilling experience for those of you who
help!
That's all for now -- see you on Sunday,

Chris Pollina
shorelinedre@gmail.com
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SUUC Board Meeting minutes for Nov 19, 2019
In attendance: Catherine Crain, Susan Storer Clark, Marley Banker, Ryan Dunne, Dana Doerksen, Earl
Davis, Rev Kate Landis, Rev. Emily Melcher, Diane Carreri, Rick Wilson
Opening Words
Check-in
Approval of minutes
Motion; Approve the minutes from October meeting
Moved by Susan and seconded by Dana.
Vote was unanimous.
Draft budget (Ryan)
There was a general discussion of the proposed 2020 budget.
Motion; Approve proposed 2020 budget to be submitted to the congregation at the December congregational meeting.
How will we communicate to staff about effects of the 20120 budget on their salaries?
Changes in staff compensation will be communicated Catherine and Susan to Brandon, Will, and Lucy and by
Kate to Amparo and the nursery staff and by Ryan to Larisa and Chris.

Planning Dec Congregational Meeting and any pre-meetings for budget (Catherine and
Ryan)
There was a general discussion regarding the logistics of the meeting and the notices involved.
Catherine will provide a notice of the 12/8 informational meeting in the Soundings.
Catherine will send an email regarding the draft budget on 12/4.
Susan will post a notice regarding the draft budget in the order of worship, e-bulletin, and Soundings
Dana will arrange for childcare and talk to the nursery staff.
Marley will talk to CLC about snacks re 12/8 and 12/15 meetings.
Congregational distress (Catherine)
There was a general discussion regarding the changes that have taken place at the church recently and feedback
from congregants who are concerned about these changes.
The board should let congregants know that the COM is working on these issues and that people should contact them.
(continues)
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Joys and Sorrows survey results will be distributed to congregants via email by the COM.
A statement from the board on the Joys and Sorrows progress will go out in the form of the President’s message
in the next Soundings.
Kate will speak form the pulpit on the congregational distress and send out a message in the Soundings on the
distress and the Joys and Sorrows rollout.
Meeting adjourned
<end of minutes>

SUUC Board Meeting minutes for Dec 3, 2019
Opening words
7:00-7:05
Check-in
7:05-7:15
Approval of minutes
7:15-7:20
Rental Program (Marley)
7:20-7:30
Rick Wilson helped Brandon field inquiries on rentals during the pledge drive.
The rentals program is ready to be revamped.
One task is to do research on what comparable rental spaces charge and offer for amenities.
Time is needed to study what we have and where we need to go to revamp the program.
Work on revamping the rentals program will begin in early 2020. Marley will stay in touch with the
rentals committee during this process.
VP-Finance Report (Ryan)
7:30-8:00
Ryan presented the draft budget that will be presented to the congregation Dec. 15.
There are some lump sum items in the proposal that will have to be explained e.g. Kate’s compensation make-up, loans.
There was a general discussion of roof replacement costs and the possible need for contingency
funds.
The current plan is to pay off the Verity loan in February.
Other options were discussed.
The board chose to stick with the original plan.
Planning Dec Congregational Meeting and any pre-meetings for budget
8:00-8:15

(Catherine & Ryan)

Catherine will deliver a prologue regarding Kate and the work of the board.
Ryan will present the budget and provide copies of the budget for those who need them.
Marley will bring food.
Dana will help with childcare.
Susan will help Earl on signing in voting members to establish a quorum.
Catherine will work the flip chart to note people who have questions.
Earl will get list of voting members.
Review of Bylaws & Policies, esp. with respect to Substantial Change Policy (Earl)
8:15-8:30
(continues)
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Topic was tabled due to time.
Congregational Healing and work with COM (Catherine)
8:30-8:55
There was a general discussion concerning what has happened currently in terms of Kate’s attendance at church and the impact of Joys and Sorrows on everyone. The board will meet to map
out where we are at and where we need to go.
There was a straw poll taken on the question of initiating the Healthy Congregations program for
the church early in 2020.
The Committee on Ministry will continue to work with Kate.
Thank you nots

8:55-9:00

<end of minutes>

Community Announcements
SUUC EVENING BOOK GROUP MEETING JANUARY 8
"The owl of Minerva flies at dusk."
The Evening Book Group (aka "The Owls of Minerva") will meet on
Wednesday, January 8, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in Threadgill Hall in the
Davis Building. N.B. Threadgill Hall, not the Brown Room. At this
meeting, we will choose the 11 books for our monthly meetings in 2019. Come to the
meeting with 1-3 books (or 0 is OK, too) you've already read that you would like to nominate for discussion with the group.
The "Owls" normally read non-fiction, but have occasionally discussed a novel. No other
genre or subject matter restrictions. We strongly prefer books with copies available in paperback and e-book formats and in the Seattle Public Library and the King County Library
System -- to make them easy to obtain and less expensive. (So maybe not books being
first published in late 2019 or in 2020 and only available in hardback so far.) If you have
a physical copy of the book(s) you want to suggest, bring it or them with you. Our one
hard and fast rule is that you must already have read any book you suggest. If you don't
have a book to propose, you can still come and vote!
The selection of books will be facilitated by light seasonal refreshments provided by Bob
Beekman and Judi Kalitzki. If more information is needed, contact Bob, (206) 5277340, rlbeekman@gmail.com .
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Community Announcements
SUUC Women's Group will meet in Threadgill Hall on Saturday,
January 4, 2020 from 10am to noon.

January is our yearly planning meeting. We will brain-storm in small groups to come up
with ideas for our 2020 meetings. Please join us to share your ideas. Snacks are welcome.

Our SUUC Social Justice Committee will be meeting on Saturday,
Jan. 11th from 9:30 -11 in Threadgill Hall

We will review 2019 and to begin planning our 2020 events and focus. Please join us! If
you have ideas or events, please contact Krista Tenney, tenney@earthlink.net or by phone
206 367-8688.

Shoreline UU Men’s Group

The men’s group will meet for breakfast at the Wedgwood Broiler, 8230 35th Ave NE, on
Saturday, January 18, 9-11 a.m. All SUUC men are welcome at our monthly breakfast
meetings on the third Saturday of each month. For information contact Dick Volkman
richard.volkman@att.net, 206 281 7944.

Register Now for FAN's Interfaith Advocacy
Day, Thur., Feb. 6, 9 AM – 3 PM,
at The United Churches of Olympia and the WA State
Capitol in Olympia

FAITH ACTION NETWORK’s Interfaith Advocacy Day in Olympia brings our voices for
justice and compassion to our elected leaders. We partner for the common good with people of all faiths who stand up boldly for our shared values. Meeting with legislators and/
or their staffs on this day is one of our most effective actions for social and economic justice.
On Interfaith Advocacy Day, you will be able to:
Join workshops explaining the issues on FAN’s 2020 Legislative Agenda ( http://
fanwa.org/legislative-agenda/ ).
Learn current best practices on how to advocate in today’s legislature ( http://fanwa.org/
advocacy-toolkit-new/ ).
Prepare for briefings and hearings with advocates from your legislative district.
Meet your legislator! Once you register, FAN will set up an appointment for you and
others from your district.
Register on-line now at https://fanwa.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/info?
id=179&reset=1 For more info, contact Bob Beekman (206-5277340), RLBEEKMAN@GMAIL.COM).
(continues)
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Community Announcements
CREATING MAGIC AT HOGWARTS
SCHOOL ON APRIL 18, 2020
FROM 6-9 PM IN THE GREAT
HALL (SANCTUARY)
Every 2 years SUUC has an auction that also serves as a get together for the whole
church (adults and children) and our friends to eat together, buy auction items, enjoy each
other’s company outside of a worship service, buy auction items, drink delicious libations,
buy auction items—you get the drift. Plan your trip and costume to Hogwarts (school/
home of Harry Potter, Hermione Granger, and Ron Weasley and Professors Dumbledore,
Snape, and McGonagall). This may be the most fun you have the whole year of 2020!
For those of you who don’t know about Hogwarts or Harry Potter and his crew, ask
your kids/grandkids or come to the sneak preview of the 1st Harry Potter movie, Harry
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone in the dome on February 16, 2020 at 12:30. $5 for adults/
$1 per child will get you pizza and popcorn (bring your own drinks) and good seats to a
fantastic movie! Or feel free to ask any one of the planning crew (Kate Beck 206-898-7100,
Rick Wilson 206-799-3054, Dana Doerksen 206-919-2666 or Laura Banks 206-2353611). If you don’t want to dress up as a Harry Potter character that’s definitely ok too.
The important thing is for everyone, including the kids, to come and enjoy each other’s
company (and raise money for the church) at this biannual sit-down auction event on
April 18.
Also be thinking of what you want to donate to be auctioned off. Events and services
seem to be the best sellers (and, after all, this is for a good cause) and items that you no
longer want but someone else may want are good to donate as well. People love to hear
about other people’s lives through a dinner or wine tasting or slide show or get their
home fixed up through gardening, handyperson services, etc.

SUUC New Sock Drive January 2020

SUUC will be accepting donations of new socks during the month of January, as these are
items that are needed year round. There will be a separate box for these, and they will be
collected and taken to Hopelink. This is a change from the hygiene packets that were assembled last year, and we are exploring doing a specific item drive on a bi-monthly basis
in 2020.
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The Old Year

by John Clare (1793-1864)

The Old Year's gone away
To nothingness and night:
We cannot find him all the day
Nor hear him in the night:
He left no footstep, mark or place
In either shade or sun:
The last year he'd a neighbour's face,
In this he's known by none.
All nothing everywhere:
Mists we on mornings see
Have more of substance when they're here
And more of form than he.
He was a friend by every fire,
In every cot and hall-A guest to every heart's desire,
And now he's nought at all.
Old papers thrown away,
Old garments cast aside,
The talk of yesterday,
Are things identified;
But time once torn away
No voices can recall:
The eve of New Year's Day
Left the Old Year lost to all.

January Worship Services
Sunday, January 5, 10:30 a.m.: “Looking Forward, Looking Back”
Rev. Grace Simons
Sunday, January 12, 10:30 a.m.: “Change and Resistance”
Rev. Amanda Aikman
Sunday, January 19, 10:30 a.m.: Intergenerational Service
Chris Pollina
Sunday, January 26, 10:30 a.m.
Pulpit Guest Bridget Laflin

Shoreline Unitarian Universalist Church
14724 First Avenue NE, Shoreline, WA 98155-6806 206-363-7994 www.shorelineuu.org

office@shorelineuu.org

2020 Board of Trustees:
Catherine Crain, President; Ryan Dunne, VP-Finance; Susan Storer Clark, Vice President;
Earl Davis, Secretary; Dana Doerksen; Marley Banker; Jo Moore
Rev. Kate Landis, Minister

(W) 206-363-7994 minister@shorelineuu.org

Rev. Barbara Cornell, Affiliated Community Minister

(C) 206-510-5690 uubcornell@gmail.com

Rev. Carmen TenEyck-McDowell, Affiliated Community Minister (C) 425-765-9064
Rev.carmen.mcdowell@gmail.com

William Sederholm, Choir

(C) 206 371-7488 wilholm@msn.com

Chris Pollina, Director of Religious Exploration

(C) 206-240-5500 shorelinedre@gmail.com

Brandon Hunter, Church Administrator

(W) 206-363-7994 office@shorelineuu.org

Calendar available online at http://www.shorelineuu.org/calendar.html
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